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Accreditation Data System (ADS) Annual Update 2020-2021 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
The FAQs below were created in response to questions submitted during webinars held 
in early June for program directors and program coordinators to provide an overview of 
ADS changes and questions to the Annual Update to assess the effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic on programs. 
 
 
QUESTION: Will there be changes to the scholarly activity questions this year?  
ANSWER: No. Questions related to scholarly activity will not change. 
 
QUESTION: Will there be questions related to diversity in the Annual Update? 
ANSWER Yes. The two narrative questions related to diversity remain the same as in 
the 2019-2020 Annual Update. The responses entered last year will auto-populate, and 
programs only need to update the information if there are new or additional activities 
related to diversity. 
 
QUESTION: Will the responses in ADS auto-populate in subsequent years? 
ANSWER: When applicable, responses in ADS will auto-populate. In subsequent years, 
the program may use these auto-populated responses as a starting point for updates as 
needed. For example, the members of the Clinical Competency Committee listed in the 
2019-2020 Annual Update will auto-populate in 2020-2021, and the program can 
maintain that list or make updates if membership has changed. 

 
QUESTION: How will the COVID-19 items on the Annual Update impact accreditation 
decisions? 
ANSWER: Responses to questions on quarantine, hospitalization, and deaths of 
residents, fellows, and faculty members will not be used in accreditation 
decisions. Neither will this information be shared with the Review Committees or any 
other audience in anything other than a de-identified and aggregated manner. 

 
The Review Committees will have available a program’s responses to other questions 
(period of maximal impact, increases or decreases in various clinical activities, re-
assignment of residents/fellows, ‘platooning,’ structured educational activities, 
telemedicine, and elective operations/procedures). Note that these questions do not 
address a program’s degree of compliance with specific program requirements during 
the pandemic. It is anticipated that the Review Committees will use this information as a 
lens through which any deficiency noted on review of a program’s annual data will be 
viewed. 
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QUESTION: Will there be questions regarding the effects on clinical services, 
educational programs, or resident/fellow and faculty member well-being as a result of 
the civil unrest in late May and June 2020? 
ANSWER: No. But if the civil unrest had significant impact on a program, programs can 
provide that information in the “Major Changes and Other Updates” section. 

 
QUESTION: If a faculty member is listed in the Case Log System, must that faculty 
member also be listed in the Faculty Roster of the Annual Update? 
ANSWER: No. A faculty member must be listed in the Case Log System for a 
resident/fellow to be able to enter a case which was performed under the supervision of 
that faculty member. But including a faculty member in the Case Log System does not 
mean the faculty member needs to also be listed on the Faculty Roster for the Annual 
Update. 
 
QUESTION: How should the efforts of the program coordinator be counted if the 
program coordinator works with multiple programs? 
ANSWER: Each program should only report the coordinator FTEs devoted to that 
program. If a coordinator is providing support for several programs, each program will 
report only its share of that coordinator’s time. A small fellowship might have less of an 
FTE for a coordinator than a larger program. If a program has more than one 
coordinator, the total FTE for all coordinators should be counted. Program coordinator 
time spent working on assignments not related to the residency/fellowship program, 
such as management of medical student rotations, should not be counted in the FTE. 
 
QUESTION: Is the question regarding the number of residents/fellows impacted by 
COVID-19 referring to full-time impact? 
ANSWER: The response to this question is expected to provide an understanding of 
disruption in the program at the time the pandemic had the maximum impact on that 
program. The program should provide information for the number of residents/fellows 
affected at that time. Metaphorically, the number of residents impacted may best be 
described from a snapshot taken at the moment of maximum disruption. 

 
QUESTION: If a program’s residents/fellows are assigned to multiple participating sites, 
how should the program respond to the questions about the dates for stopping and 
starting of elective procedures if the dates are different at each participating site?  
ANSWER: List dates applicable to the primary clinical site. If necessary, additional 
information can be provided in the “Major Changes and Other Updates” section. 
 
QUESTION: What does “independent practice” mean? 
ANSWER: The term independent practice applies only to fellowship programs, and is 
defined in the Common Program Requirements as a category that allows fellows to 
practice in their primary (core) specialty up to 20 percent of their time. More details can 
be found under the “The Pandemic and Program Requirements” heading in the 
ACGME’s COVID-19 FAQs: 
https://acgme.org/COVID-19/Frequently-Asked-Questions. 
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Additional information can be found in the Program Directors’ Guide to the Common 
Program Requirements (Fellowship): https://www.acgme.org/Program-Directors-and-
Coordinators/Welcome/Program-Directors-Guide-to-the-Common-Program-
Requirements/articleid/9867. 

   
QUESTION: Can a program preview the Annual Update program and institutional 
questions in order to provide guidance to staff and faculty members? 
ANSWER: The questions related to the COVID-19 pandemic can be reviewed at 
https://acgmehelp.acgme.org/hc/en-us/articles/360048125194-What-questions-will-be-
asked-in-the-ADS-annual-update-regarding-the-COVID-19-pandemic-. 
 
The questions for the ADS updates will be available when the Annual Update window 
opens beginning on July 1, 2020. 
 
QUESTION: Should the program director be listed on the Faculty Roster? 
ANSWER: Yes. The program director should be listed on the Faculty Roster.  However, 
the program director is not considered a core faculty member and is not asked to 
respond to the Faculty Survey. 
 
QUESTION: Should the block diagram integrate schedule changes related to COVID-
19?  
ANSWER: No. Block diagrams should indicate the planned curriculum for the program. 
Temporary changes made in response to the pandemic should revert to the planned 
curriculum when the pandemic emergency is over. More detail can be found under the 
“ADS Information and Submissions” heading in the ACGME’s COVID-19 FAQs: 
https://acgme.org/COVID-19/Frequently-Asked-Questions. 
 
QUESTION: Should a resident/fellow/faculty who was quarantined for symptoms of 
COVID-19 infection without a positive test be counted as having been quarantined? 
ANSWER Yes. Residents, fellows, and faculty members who are quarantined or 
isolated and not allowed to participate in the program for any reason related to COVID-
19 should be counted as quarantined. For the purpose of this question, quarantine is 
defined as “required time away from work due to COVID exposure and/or illness.” 
 
QUESTION: Are all programs required to answer all the COVID-19 pandemic-related 
questions? 
ANSWER: The ACGME understands that programs might not have access to all the 
data, and local rules may preclude a program’s ability to obtain or report definitive 
information regarding quarantine, illness, and death of individuals. The expectation is 
simply that programs will make a good faith effort to provide the best information 
possible to the ACGME. 
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QUESTION: Does use of the term "procedure" in the pandemic-related questions 
include imaging studies, like elective radiology imaging studies, or does “procedures” 
only refer to surgical procedures? 
ANSWER: “Procedures” refers to all procedures performed by residents and fellows. 
These will necessarily vary by specialty or subspecialty and the term is used to include 
surgical and all other procedures. 
 
QUESTION: When will programs be asked to submit the requested data on COVID-19 
pandemic questions? Will it be before or after July 1, 2020? 
ANSWER: Responses to these questions will be submitted after July 1, as part of the 
Annual Update, according to the following: 
 

2020-2021 Annual Update Reporting Schedule 
July 6-August 7 Sponsoring Institutions 
July 6-August 7 (Sponsoring Institutions) 
and  
August 28 (Programs) 

Sponsoring Institutions and programs 
reporting together 

Window 1: July 6-August 28  Non-Case Log data specialties 
Window 2: July 20-September 25 Case Log data specialties 

 
QUESTION: Will the questions regarding the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on 
education/curriculum be separated by program site? 
ANSWER: Most of the questions refer to the overall impact of the pandemic on the 
program. The exception is the section on procedures and Case Logs, where responses 
should be provided for the primary clinical site. 


